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Presidentôs View Points 

Spring has arrived and not a minute too 

soon.  The first day was so inviting, my 

husband, Pat and I decided to take ad-

vantage of Mother Natureôs warm wel-

come.  We walked from our farm, Pin 

Oak, through our neighborôs farm to 

Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.  

Strolling around, I was reminded of 

how much the Park has to offer.  It 

would be impossible to grasp every-

thing in one visit even if you had the 

entire day.  The Visitorôs Center does 

not open for the season until April 17th.  

One could spend a couple of hours 

there taking in the informational movie, 

going through all the interactive exhib-

its about Archaeology, Comptroller 

Louis Goldsteinôs office, the fascinat-

ing life of the Pattersons and you never 

want to miss the gift shop.  So we 

strolled on by the Visitorôs Center and 

headed towards the river.  The Park 

boasts over two miles of shoreline 

along the Patuxent River and St. Leo-

nard Creek with trails following a nice 

portion.  Along the way are many signs 

describing historical events encompass-

ing everything from politics, archae-

ology, shoreline erosion control to bat-

tles from the War of 1812.  Our last 

stop was the Eastern Woodland Indian 

Village which hosts its own interpreta-

tive signs and is also handicapped ac-

cessible.  By the time we finished there, 

we felt like we had gone through a time 

capsule.  I wanted to head home to 

plant beans and corn and try my hand at 

making Pat a deer skin loin cloth.  By 

the time we got back to Pin Oak, it was 

over a couple of hours and we both felt 

like we had made peace again with 

Mother Nature after the gruesome win-

ter.   Thanks again to all the Friends of 

Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum 

who continue to make all of this possi-

ble.  I sincerely hope you will be 

friendly to yourselves and travel 

through the Jefferson Patterson Park 

and Museum time capsule. 

 

Celeste Furey 

President 

JPPM  
Jefferson Patterson Park & Museum 

Friends of 

Discovering Archaeology All Season Long at JPPM  
 
On April 17th, JPPM will kick off another public season with a special event, Discovering Ar-

chaeology Day.  This free event highlights many of the unique programs that JPPM offers 

throughout the year, and  brings together archae-

ology organizations from across the state in an 

effort to educate the public on the science itself, 

as well as the many ongoing projects in Mary-

land.  Visitors will enjoy tours of the Maryland 

Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC 

Lab) where they can view conservators and cura-

tors at work on some of the eight million-plus 

artifacts housed in the Lab.  JPPM will also open 

the Smithôs St. Leonard site, where the annual 

Public Archaeology program is held each sum-

mer. 

 

Organizations such as the Maryland National 

Capital Park and Planning Commission, the 

Maryland Historical Trust, and the State Highways Administration will present displays and arti-

facts from their archaeology programs.  Hands-on activities for children will make the process 

come alive.  The Mid-Atlantic Primitive Skills Club will be in JPPMôs Indian Village demon-

strating flintknapping and other primitive technologies. 

 

New to the event this year is an Artifact I.D. table.  Have you ever found something in your yard/

garden/attic and wanted to know what it was?  Archaeologists will be on hand to help identify 

and date prehistoric items, colonial and post-colonial ceramics, or small finds that you may have 

a question about. 

 

If you canôt make it to Discovering Archaeology Day, 

check out some of the ongoing programs that will help 

you discover archaeology all season long at JPPM: 

 

The MAC Lab will hold four open tour dates over the 

course of the season, each one themed to different 

collections.  Donôt miss the free tour on June 30th, 

which will feature colonial artifacts recovered from 

sites located right at JPPM. 

 

The 2010 Speaker Series, Archaeology on the Edge, 

begins on Friday, May 14th with a discussion of how 

politics, religion, descendant communities and archae-

ology intersect and conflict in todayôs world.  The speaker series has five parts, each of which 

focus on life on the edge of society or reality through the lens of archaeology. 

 

A summer camp for 5th ï 8th graders called Archaeology Explorers will be held at JPPM from 

July 26 ï July 30.  Campers will learn what real archaeologists do; learning to excavate and iden-

tify artifacts, as well as taking part in lab work.   Another educational opportunity for young ar-

chaeologists comes on September 14th at the Science of Archaeology workshop.  This full-day 

workshop is designed for students in grades 6 ï 8 and will focus on the wide array of sciences 

involved in archaeological analysis. 

 

Donôt forget to check JPPMôs calendar of events frequently at www.jefpat.org to remind yourself 

about these programs and to see what else JPPM has in store for 2010! 

Public Archaeology archaeologists excavating a 

colonial site. 

German stoneware sherds. 

http://www.jefpat.org
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Making Bones About It:   
Paleoenvironmental Lab Finally Up 
and Running  
Patricia Samford, DirectorðMAC Lab 
Michael Smolek, Executive Director 
 
Over the last few months, thereôs been a flurry of 

activity in the Paleoenvironmental Lab by volun-

teers and staff!  As originally envisioned when the 

MAC Lab was built, the Paleo Lab was set up to 

house faunal and botanical study collections that 

could be used in the identification of archaeological 

remains from sites throughout the state.  While 

some progress had been made in establishing a 

faunal collection, it was 

incomplete and not organ-

ized for easy use.  With the 

support of an anonymous 

donor, staff and volunteers 

have been labeling and 

organizing comparative 

skeletons of all kinds of 

animals.  The not-so-fun 

part is getting to the skele-

ton of an animal in the first 

place, which often entails 

the ñprocessingò of dead 

specimens (the details of 

which wonôt be discussed 

here!).  Conservator 

Kenya Brown-Fusciello 

started off last fall, proc-

essing a beaver and other 

specimens.  She also created the database for the 

skeletons in the collection. 

 

The Paleo Lab received donations of  two signifi-

cant collections of already-processed animal bones, 

which gave the effort a strong boost.  The two col-

lections consist of about 100 skeletons of various 

animals.  Dr. Stephen Godfrey, the Curator of Pale-

ontology at the Calvert Marine Museum, donated 

his personal collection, as did JPPMôs Director 

Michael Smolek.  When these skeletons are in-

cluded with what the lab already had, there is 

enough of a comparative collection to begin to un-

dertake basic faunal analyses. 

 

Volunteer Marianne Klingaman, a native of How-

ard County, who had recently moved back to Mary-

land after completing a Masterôs Degree in human 

osteology from the University of Edinburgh in 

Scotland, was seeking opportunities in her field.  

She found her way to us after talking with MHT 

archaeologist Charlie Hall.  She loves working with 

bone of any kind and has been inventorying and 

organizing the donated faunal collections.  She and 

volunteer Mark Edmondson have been tediously 

numbering each bone.  Besides working on the  

Peruvian Archaeologist  
Anita Cook to Speak at Friendôs 
Annual Meeting  
 

The Friends of Jeffer-

son Patterson Park and 

Museum are excited to 

welcome Dr. Anita 

Cook as the guest 

speaker at their May 

14th annual meeting.  

She will be speaking to 

the Friends on her recent research into the archae-

ology of religion in the Andean Highlands. Look-

ing at the contemporary separation of church and 

state, Dr. Cookôs work examines how it impacts 

our interpretation of the past. Using examples 

from the Inca estate of Machu Picchu and other 

Andean locales, she will explore the political and 

religious dimensions of this renowned World 

Heritage site. How are these sites interpreted for 

the public and the tourist?  Does the management 

of cultural heritage regulate and influence site 

interpretations? Are these in conflict with archaeo-

logical investigations?  Do descendant communi-

ties that live in and around these archaeological 

sites provide alternative interpretations and can 

these divergent interests be reconciled? 

 

Dr. Cook is a professor in the Anthropology De-

partment at Catholic University in Washington, 

DC.  After attaining a Bachelor of Arts from Bard 

College in 1973, Cook went on to receive a Mas-

terôs Degree in 1979 and a Ph.D. in 1985, both 

from the State University of New York, Bingham-

ton.  Her research interests include ancient states 

and empires, the history of the visual arts in the 

Andes, and iconography and inscriptions in com-

plex societies without writing, among others. She 

has directed several major archaeological survey 

and excavation projects in the Andean highland 

Ayacucho Valleyðthe heartland of the Wari Em-

pire. Since 1999, Dr. Cook has become increas-

ingly more involved in cultural heritage preserva-

tion and management, as well as work with the 

State Department Office of Cultural Properties in 

their efforts to stop the illegal trafficking of pre-

Columbian and Colonial art. 

 

This presentation will be the first of five in our 

2010 Speakerôs series, Archaeology on the Edge. 

In this series we will explore life on the edges of 

society, at the edge of the world, and on the cut-

ting edge of technology through talks that will 

take you from New Yorkôs tenements all the way 

to Easter Island and back. Join us each month as 

we spend a night living on the edge.  

Friends to Friendsé.             Recent Developments 

Marianne examining a 

pig jaw from the Smithôs 

St. Leonard Site, located 

here at the park.  
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faunal collection, Marianneôs expertise in human osteology has 

also been put to good use.  She has inventoried some 19th-

century human skeletal remains in the MAC Lab archaeological 

collection. 

 

With the comparative faunal collections organized and available 

for use, work has now begun to identify and analyze animal 

bones from the Smithôs St. Leonard site, which has been the 

focus of the Parkôs Public Archaeology program for the past 8 

years.  So finally after all these years, the Paleoenvironmental 

Lab space is being used as it was originally designed.  We hope 

that this new capability will yield insights into past environ-

ments, as well as the dietary patterns of prehistoric and historic 

period peoples. 

BTW, we are stilling looking for skeletons of animals, so if you 

happen to know of fairly complete ones, please let the lab know.  

But, we donôt need any more deer skeletons. 

 

Geocaching Comes to JPPM  
Kim Popetz, Director of Education 
 

On February 27, 2010, the new Star-Spangled Banner Geotrail 

was launched! This first-of-its-kind, multi-state initiative is 

sponsored by Friends of Chesapeake Gateways, the Maryland 

Geocaching Society, and the National Park Service. It is a 

unique journey through American history and across the land-

scapes of the Chesa-

peake Bay region. Par-

ticipants have the chance 

to visit forts, museums, 

battlefields, ships and 

parks, with each site 

telling its own unique 

story. Intended to com-

pliment and promote the 

congressionally desig-

nated Star-Spangled 

Banner National Historic 

Trail, the Geotrail com-

memorates the dramatic 

chain of events, people 

and places that led to the birth of our National Anthem during 

the War of 1812. 

 

Jefferson Patterson Park & Museum is proud to be taking part in 

this unique initiative with two distinct geocaches on Park prop-

erty. Geocaching, pronounced ñgeo-cashing,ò is a worldwide 

phenomenon, in which participants use a hand-held GPS 

(Global Positioning System) to plot map coordinates in order to 

locate a hidden treasure or ñcache.ò Searching for a cache is 

akin to going on a treasure hunt and can involve clues, riddles 

and visits to multiple locations. A ñgeotrailò is a series of caches 

tied together by a common topic or theme. The Star-Spangled 

Banner GeoTrail includes more than thirty diverse sites that are 

all part of the landscape of the Chesapeake Campaign of the 

War of 1812.   

 

Since the start of this program, over 50 groups have come to the 

JPPM in search of our caches. Most of them are first time visi-

tors to the Park and have had nothing but praise. The following 

comment is typical of those weôve received:   

 

            ñWe loved the interpretive boards near the cache.  

              You could almost picture the battle  

raging, and hear the cannon fire from this 

vantage point. It is a very peaceful place now. 

The only sound was the water lapping against 

the sand. What a beautiful location! Thank 

you again for allowing a geocache in your 

park. We enjoyed our visit very much.ò 

 

JPPMôs participation in the Star-Spangled Banner Geotrail is 

only one of many ways weôll be commemorating the war that 

plays such an important role in the history of the Park. Stayed 

tuned for more War of 1812 activities and events as we ap-

proach the bicentennial and celebrate the pivotal battle that took 

place right here on our shores. 

 

 

From Shovel To Showcase :  JPPM Shines as 
the Focus of Maryland Archeology Month  
Patricia Samford, DirectorðMAC Lab 
 

JPPM is in the limelight again as it wins the honor of being the 

focus of this yearôs Maryland Archeology Month.  Since the 

mid-1990s, April has been designated Maryland Archeology 

Month, with numerous special events held to celebrate the 

stateôs rich archaeological heritage created by its diverse in-

habitants over the last 12,000 years.  Each year, a different 

theme and archaeological program in the state are chosen as the 

focus of Archeology Month, and this year the honor goes to our 

park! 

 

The theme of this yearôs eventðFrom Shovel to Showcaseð

focuses on the complete process of archaeology, from initial 

research and discovery, through conservation and curation, to 

education.  Kathy Concannon, MAC Lab Educator, took the 

lead in working with park staff to come up with the award-

winning theme and poster design.  The proposal, one of several, 

was vetted by the Maryland Archeology Month Committee, 

who loved the sleek look of the poster and the theme focused 

on the core mission of the Park as the Maryland State Museum 

of Archaeology.  The poster design and artwork were due 

largely to the creative talents of Caitlin Shaffer and Sara Rivers

-Cofield.  The four graphicsïDiscovery, Preservation, Steward-

ship and Educationðhighlight the process from shovel to 

showcase for a pottery jug.  Eight staff members wrote essays 

for the 32 page booklet that accompanies the poster.  The book-

let has a new feature in 2010:  conservator-by-day and artist-by-

night Nancy Shippen created ñSnapshots in the Life of a 

Sherdò, where a talking cartoon potsherd makes its way through 

the four themes-from its discovery at an archaeological site 

through to its display in a museum. 

 

                                                               Continued on page 11 

Recent Developments  

Geocaching is often a family affair. 




