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Presidentôs View Points 

With the holidays approaching and 2009 on 

its last legs, I was reflecting on the accom-

plishments of the Friends of Jefferson Patter-

son Park.  What a great year to be a Friend.  

The spring marked 25 years for our organiza-

tion with a celebration honoring the Friends 

early board members, many of whom still 

remain active in the Friends as members, 

donors and board members.  2009 had sev-

eral firsts beginning with the opening of the 

new permanent exhibit, ñFAQs of Archae-

ology.ò  The exhibit is a true hands-on ex-

perience that incorporates archaeological 

material from every county in Maryland.  

The Friends were pleased to sponsor a recep-

tion for the opening of this exciting new 

exhibit.  The opening was followed by Dis-

covering Archaeology Day, also a first time 

event involving archaeologists from all over 

the State. 

 

In June, the Friends received  the 14 passen-

ger solar-powered golf cart, that was secured 

through a grant from the National Recrea-

tional Trails program of the Maryland De-

partment of Transportation.  What a tremen-

dous asset for showing off all the park has to 

offer, which is spread over 560 acres.  Also 

in June, Governor Martin O'Malley chose 

Jefferson Patterson Park as focal point of 

Capital for a Day.  The cabinet met in the 

pavilion and afterwards, I had the pleasure of 

turning over the keys of the solar-powered 

cart on behalf of the Friends to Governor 

O'Malley.  If you are looking for a fun trip, 

come take a ride on the cart, which was 

named "Bob" (big oblong bus) by our middle 

school campers this summer.  The camp 

program was new this year and the Friends 

were proud to be able to help support this 

successful endeavor.  Another first for the 

Friends was co-sponsoring a Green Expo at 

the park with the Calvert Green Team.  

About 70 vendors joined in to educate the 

community on how to live green.  One final 

first this year was having Senator Mike 

Miller and his wife Patti as Honorary Co-

Chairs for the Affair at Point Farm.  It was a 

huge success and will allow the Friends to 

continue our support of these programs.  

Maybe we will have a few more firsts in 

2010. 

 

Thank you to all that have supported the 

Friends over the last year.  Have a Happy 

Holiday Season! 

 

Celeste Furey 

President 

JPPM  
Jefferson Patterson Park & Museum 

Friends of 

Public Archaeology and the RITES Trail Project  
Ed Chaney, Deputy Director - MAC Lab 
 

The 2009 JPPM Public Archaeology season was a great success, with 166 people join-

ing us on the dig.  We want to thank everyone 

who came out to volunteer with us, and we 

especially want to thank the Marpat Founda-

tion and an anonymous donor for funding the 

project.  Ordinarily, when the public season 

ends in July, things wind down at the archae-

ology site.  But this year is a little different.  

JPPM is planning a major upgrade of our trail 

system.  Part of the plan (known as the RITES 

Trail Project) is to do complete or partial re-

constructions of some of the buildings that 

once stood here.  One of these buildings 

would be the 18th-c. slave quarter at the Public 

Archaeology site.  So we have hired a full-time professional crew of archaeologists (all 

veterans of the Public Archaeology program) to investigate the site.  They have uncov-

ered at least two buildings so far.  We thought one might be the quarter.  But we now 

know that it was too big, measuring at least 15 feet by 30 feet and erected on massive 

wood posts.  Inside this building we found a number of artifacts related to horses ï stir-

rups, spurs, bridles, etc.  So we now suspect the building was actually a colonial stable.  

Very few of these have been investigated, so we are excited about it, but we still want to 

find the slave quarter! 

One artifact discovered this season was particularly 

interesting.  In 2002, 

we found the base of 

a copper chafing 

dish in a small trash-

filled pit that was 

located in an iso-

lated part of the site, 

away from any buildings.  The dish would have been 

used to keep food warm (if you want to know more 

about it, go to the July 2009 Curatorôs Choice entry 

at www.jefpat.org).  Since only the base was in the 

pit, we figured the other parts of the chafing dish 

were lost forever.  But this year we found fragments 

of a copper plate, with a bolt attached to the 

underside, in the stable, about 100 feet from 

the trash pit.  Eventually we realized that it 

was the top plate of the chafing dish.  We 

even screwed it into the base of the dish ï it 

was a perfect match!  So we now know that at 

least some of the artifacts found in the trash 

pit in 2002 came from the stable/slave quarter 

area, which helps to clear up that mystery. 

Iron stirrup discovered at the stable site. 

Chafing dish base discovered in 2002. 

Chafing dish plate found in 2009. 

This chafing dish in the collections at the Winter-

thur Museum is nearly identical to the one found at 

JPPM. 
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Friends to Friendsé. 

Betty (Helen Elizabeth) Jones  
JPPM Volunteer     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 2002 - June 2009  
Betty Jones started volunteering at JPPM in Au-

gust 2002 with Public Archaeology one day a 

week.  She became one of Ed Chaneyôs most faith-
ful workers in the field and in the laboratory, and 

was invaluable to him in tying up loose ends at the 

conclusion of each yearôs excavations.  In 2003, 

when Betty found out that Betty Seifert was work-

ing at the Patterson House doing an inventory and 

cataloging, she asked if she could help.  Well of 

course the answer was yes!  Betty Jones started 

volunteering on the Patterson House collection one 

night a week, then on the Marpat donation of Pat-

terson memorabilia another night in the week.  Ed 

began to get worried, but needlessly, because Betty 
really loved working on the archaeology projects, 

especially the Smith St. Leonard site.  When the 

House Tour program was started, she enthusiasti-

cally embraced the tours and learned everything 

she could about the Pattersons and the house and 

furnishings.  She did house tours with Betty Seifert 

twice a month for two years.  Her dedication and 

many hours of work were much appreciated, and 

in 2003, Betty was chosen JPPM Volunteer of the 

Year.  But she still contributed many more hours 

to archaeology and the Patterson collections.  On 
Friday, July 10, 2009, Betty Jones passed away at 

her home in Dunkirk, MD.  Her quiet, but cheerful 

presence will be missed as well as her subtle and 

wicked sense of humor.  

 

Getting By With A Little Help From 
Our Friends!  
 
In late summer, the Maryland Humanities Coun-

cil (MHC) announced its support of JPPMôs 2009 

Speaker Series, entitled ñFrom Boats to Bones:  

Archaeology is in the Details.ò  The $2,000 grant 

from MHC, along with a generous endowment 

from Tom and Ellen Richards, allowed this 

speaker series to be the most successful held at 

JPPM to date! 

In other development news, the Friends of JPPM 

have been awarded a grant from the National 

Recreational Trails Program, which is adminis-

tered by Maryland State Highway Administration.  

The Friends received $18,860 to purchase the 

following items for the Park: 

 

-  Two rotary cutters to allow Facilities staff to 

carefully and precisely upkeep our Critical Areas 

-  A 4-passenger solar-electric hybrid cart that can 

be converted into a utility vehicle 

- A 1,700 cubic foot shed to house new equip-

ment 

 

The National Recreational Trails Program was the 

granting agency that allowed the Friends of JPPM 

to purchase the extremely popular 14-passenger 

solar-electric hybrid cart in early 2009. 

Also in October, the Friends were notified that 

they had been selected to receive a mini-grant 

from the Southern Maryland Heritage Areas.  

This grant will be used to fund the Audio Tour 

project at JPPM.  JPPM Education staff and 

Huntingtown High School Archaeology students 

will be partnering on this project.  The product 

will be a multiple-stop audio tour of the Indian 

Village, which will be accessible by cell phone.  

This tour will greatly add to the interpretation 

offered in the Village. 

 
 

Affair at Point Farm Fundraiser  
Celeste Furey, President  

 
Southern Maryland sparkled at Jefferson Patter-

son Park and Museum on September 11th.  This 

yearôs Affair at Point Farm was complete with 

bright yellow sunflowers and a golden sunset.  

When Senator Mike Miller and his wife Patti 

agreed to be this year's Honorary Co-Chairs, we 

knew it was going to be a success.  Thanks to 

their efforts and the Senator's staff, it turned out  
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Betty Jones, Center 

Volunteer of the Year ï 2003 

Honorary ChairsðSenator Thomas V. Mike & 

Patti Miller Photo by David Krankowski 


